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CHILD ABUSE NOTIFICATIONS 

1486. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth:  

(1) Can the minister inform the Parliament of the number of child abuse notifications in Western Australia 
in the year 2000-01?  

(2) Can the minister verify that figures quoted in The Weekend Australian of 8 June 2002 for child abuse 
notifications for Western Australia were 3 746 in 1992 and 6 557 in 2001?  

(3) How many case workers, or child protection workers, are employed by the Department for Community 
Development to work on child abuse cases?  

(4) How many case workers, or child protection workers, were employed in 1991?  

(5) Have staff at the Department for Community Development been instructed to write off any matters not 
involving physical abuse?  I will change the word “matters” to “cases”.   

(6) Is there a priority list to which staff must adhere when assessing what cases will be investigated or 
followed up?  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I am not sure that I can amend “matters” to “cases”.  
However, I at least put it on public record that I warn the member of that. 

(1) The number of child maltreatment allegations received in 2000-01 was 2 828. 

(2) The total number of child maltreatment allegations in 1991-92 was 3 746.  In 1996-97 the department 
changed its practice, based on contemporary research, to distinguish between allegations of abuse - 
child maltreatment allegations - and reports of concern for children not requiring a child protection 
response - child concern reports.  The figure of 6 557 reported in The Weekend Australian on 8 June 
2002 is a combination of child maltreatment allegations and child concern reports, and is therefore not 
comparable with the 1991-92 figure. 

(3) In the metropolitan area there are 30 child protection workers in four teams, plus 17 in the crisis care 
unit for after-hours investigations.  In the country, 110 field officers or caseworkers can undertake child 
protection investigations. 

(4) This information is not readily available and will require further research, which will be provided as 
soon as possible. 

(5) The answer is “no” in response to the original wording of the question, which referred to “matters”.  I 
assume that the answer will also be “no” regarding the member’s reference to “cases”.  If that is not the 
case, hopefully an alternate answer to that question will be provided. 

(6) The department classifies and categorises all referrals and responds according to the assessed level of 
risk.  Child maltreatment allegations are categorised as follows: priority one requires a response within 
24 hours, and priority two requires a response within five working days. 

 


